Finding Information on Policy Issues
There are a number of ways in which to find reliable information on a variety of policy issues. In this exercise, you will use two statistical sites to evaluate policy issues.
· Go to the U.S. Census websitehttps://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045219, which offers state-level statistics on a range of topics. 
· First, study your state’s demographic characteristics
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 What percentage of the population is older than 65? What percentage has a bachelor's degree or  higher? What is the personal income per capita?
· Go to the FBI website https://crime-data-explorer.fr.cloud.gov/ and look at crime statistics by state. Look at the same state you used on the Census website. 
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 What is the trend relative to different types of crime in the selected state?
· Choose a different state and repeat the review described above. 
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 What percentage of the population is older than 65? What percentage has a bachelor's degree or higher? What is the personal income per capita? What is the trend relative to different types of crime in the second selected state?
· Compare the two states you selected based on the information you found. 
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 What issues appear to be particularly relevant for each of these states? What policy options would you suggest to help with these issues? 

Assess a Policy Alternative

There are different ways that policy makers assess policy options and evaluate policies based on a number of evaluative criteria. The relevance of each criterion varies according to the policy option being considered. 
· Effectiveness of the policy is almost always a relevant criterion: Did the policy reach its goal? Was it effective in addressing the problem? 
· Efficiency of a policy option relates to how much it cost to achieve that goal, while equity considers whether the process and outcome of the policy were fair to subgroups of people. 
· Liberty is important as it relates to the important American values of the right to privacy and freedom to choose. 
· Finally, other criteria, such as political feasibility and social acceptability, address whether the policy proposal is supported by politicians and the public, respectively.
Entitlement reform is a hot issue.  Previous and current recessions have led to growing welfare caseloads in states. How should state governments be sure that these welfare benefits are going to people who really need the support and that welfare recipients are using the benefits appropriately? How can governments save money on welfare programs?
Learn about the following policy that has been implemented by a growing number of states: drug testing welfare beneficiaries to qualify them for benefits. 
Find information about this policy in two ways. 
First, watch this brief PBS news report about Colorado’s drug testing policy at this site: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/law-jan-june12-drugtesting_03-20/. 
Second, search for the terms “welfare+‘drug testing’.” Choose two reputable news sources to learn about how the policy works. Then, analyze how well you think the policy meets the following policy criterion and write a brief paragraph explaining your analysis, citing your sources.
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 Describe the nature of the problem that the policy is attempting to address.
Evaluate this policy (drug testing) using several policy criteria:
· Effectiveness: What are the goals of this policy? Will the drug testing program be effective at accomplishing these goals? Has it been shown effective in any state?
· Efficiency: How costly is this program to implement and enforce? Discuss the costs and effectiveness or benefits of this policy.
· Equity: Does this policy treat people fairly?
· Liberty: Does this policy infringe on any rights? Does it unduly restrict freedom?
· Political feasibility: Are there political forces that lend support or opposition to this bill? Which political party tends to favor this policy? Does it have the support to enact it?
· Social acceptability: What is public opinion on this policy?

Assessing Risk and Making Decisions

The purpose of risk assessment is to identify, estimate, and evaluate the magnitude of risk to citizens from exposure to various situations. One of the federal agencies that is heavily involved in assessing the risks to the public of various environmental conditions is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA.) 
The EPA assesses (1) how much chemical is released into the environment, (2) how much of the chemical would be exposed to humans, and (3) the toxicity or damage that might occur due to this exposure. In other words, the EPA assesses what might happen to people or to the environment if the problem is not solved.
· Visit the risk assessment portion of the EPA website at http://www.epa.gov/riskassessment/. Click on Human Health Risk Assessments 
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 Summarize how the EPA assesses the health risk to humans exposed to environmental contaminants.
· Click on Ecological Risk Assessments. 
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 How does the EPA assess potential harm to an ecosystem?
· Last, visit the section http://epa.gov/iris. This site provides news and information on recent risk assessments. 
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 Based on a review of recent reports, draft materials, and the “what’s new” sections, which chemicals are causing the most concern for human health?
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